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CHINESE 3 
LAYC07
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 2 or teacher               
recommendation

This is a third-year course for students who 
have shown strong ability and interest in Chi-
nese. In addition to the material covered in 
Chinese 2, students read selections of fiction 
and non-fiction.  Increased focus is placed on 
students’ abilities to express themselves in the 
Chinese language. Also, students develop an 
appreciation for cultural differences and various 
holidays and festivals.

CHINESE 3 (HONORS) 
LAYC09
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 2 Honors or teacher 
recommendation

This is an accelerated third-year course for 
students who have shown superior ability and 
interest in Chinese. In addition to the material 
covered in Chinese 2 Honors, students read 
selections of fiction and non-fiction.  Increased 
focus is placed on students’ abilities to express 
themselves in the Chinese language. Also, stu-
dents develop an appreciation for cultural differ-
ences and the various holidays and festivals.

CHINESE 4 
LAYC11
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 3 or teacher 
recommendation

This is a fourth-year course that focuses on the 
development of all language skills with the goal of 
enhancing students’ proficiency in each: reading, 
writing, listening and speaking.  Aside from the 
required textbook, students will complete a series 
of both fiction and non-fiction readings.  In addition 
to studying the Chinese grammar system, students 
will be introduced to a variety of cultural topics.  
Oral and listening proficiency will be enhanced 
through the use of audio and video.

CHINESE 4 (HONORS) 
LAYC13
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 3 Honors or teacher 
recommendation

This accelerated course for students of high linguis-
tic ability will enhance the students’ reading, writ-
ing, listening and speaking skills. Aside from study-
ing the fine points of Chinese syntax, students will 
write essays and read selections of Chinese fiction 
and non-fiction. Cultural topics will be presented 
as will audio and video, with the goal of increasing 
student’s oral and listening proficiency.

PLACEMENT FOR ALL LANGUAGES:   
Student placement into language courses 
is based upon both past achievement in the 
language and junior high school teacher’s 
recommendations.  Students with a strong 
background in Hebrew may be considered for 
advanced standing, pending the results of a 
placement examination.  

Some low enrollment courses may be offered 
in only one building and students may need to 
travel to take the course.
Completion of a full four-year language se-
quence may satisfy a college graduation 
requirement.  Thus, it may be to the benefit 
of students to complete a four year language 
sequence by beginning language study in the 
freshman year.

CHINESE
CHINESE 1
LAYC01
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit:  2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: III 
Prerequisite:  No prior instruction in Chinese.

This is an introduction to the Mandarin Chi-
nese language and culture.  The four language 
skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing 
are developed.  Students will participate ac-
tively and cooperatively in classroom activities, 
engage in guided conversations, and write 
utilizing familiar vocabulary and structures.  
Cultural information about daily life and so-
cial customs is integrated into the curriculum 
throughout the year, and students will also 
begin to learn about the geography of China.  
Students will be evaluated primarily on their 
knowledge of the Mandarin Chinese language 
and culture and on their ability to understand 
and communicate in Mandarin Chinese.

CHINESE 2 
LAYC03 
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: III 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 1 or teacher 
recommendation

This course continues the work of first-year Chi-
nese with emphasis on oral comprehension and 
expression.  The student acquires a deeper under-
standing of Chinese culture and customs.  Gram-
mar is more strongly emphasized in Chinese 3-4 so 
that the student is prepared to read and write more 
meaningfully.

CHINESE 2 (HONORS) 
LAYC05
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 1 or teacher 
recommendation

This is an accelerated second-year course for stu-
dents who have shown superior ability and interest 
in Chinese. In addition to the material covered in 
Chinese 2, students read selections of fiction and 
non-fiction.  Increased focus is placed on students’ 
abilities to express themselves in the Chinese 
language. Also, students develop an appreciation 
for cultural differences, the educational system, the 
transportation system, the communication system 
and the various holidays and festivals.
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This is an accelerated second-year course for 
students who have shown superior ability and 
interest in French. In addition to the material 
covered in French 2, students read selections 
of fiction and non-fiction.  Increased focus is 
placed on students’ ability to express them-
selves in the French language. Also, students 
develop an appreciation for cultural differences, 
the educational system, the transportation sys-
tem, the communication system and the vari-
ous holidays and festivals.

FRENCH 3
LAYF09
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 10-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  French 2, French 2 Honors,        
or equivalent

This course continues the work of second-year 
French.  Continuous attention is given to the 
command of fundamental grammar, and there 
is an increased emphasis on reading and writ-
ing.  Much of the classroom work is oral.

FRENCH 3 (HONORS)
LAYF11
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 10-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  French 2 or French 2 Honors with 
teacher recommendation

This is an accelerated third-year course open to 
students who have shown high linguistic abil-
ity.  There is a continuing emphasis on special-
ized points of grammar, idiomatic usage and 
pronunciation, as well as the study of culture, 
history, and literature.  Students read selected 
French works geared to increasing compre-
hension and conversational and writing ability.  
Original essay writing and free conversation in 
French are encouraged throughout the year.

FRENCH 4
LAYF13
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit:  2 credits
Open to Grades: 11-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  French 3, French 3 Honors, or    
equivalent

This course focuses on the development of all 
language skills with the goal of enhancing student’s 
proficiency in each: reading, writing, listening and 
speaking.  Aside from the required textbook, stu-
dents will complete a series of both fiction and 
non-fiction readings.  In addition to studying the 
French grammar system, students will be intro-
duced to a variety of cultural topics.  Oral and 
listening proficiency will be enhanced through the 
use of audio and videotapes.

FRENCH 4 Honors 
LAYF15
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 11-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  French 3 or French 3 Honors with 
teacher recommendation

This accelerated course for students of high lin-
guistic ability will enhance the students’ reading, 
writing, listening and speaking skills.  Aside from 
studying the fine points of French syntax, students 
will write essays and read selections of French fic-
tion and non-fiction.  In order to prepare students 
for French AP, students will cut their own audio 
tapes.  Cultural topics will be presented as will 
audio and videotapes, with the goal of increasing 
student’s oral and listening proficiency.

CHINESE AP
LAYC15
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 3 Honors or teacher 
recommendation

This is a college level course. In keeping with 
the syllabus published by the College Board, 
the course focuses on contemporary reading, 
fine points of Chinese syntax, language pro-
duction, and reception. Cultural topics are pre-
sented through readings and audio and video. 
Students frequently write essays to encourage 
original composition and to improve writing 
style. In addition, students participate in class 
discussion. The course is geared toward the 
AP. Chinese Language Exam which is given in 
May of each year. Upon achievement of an ac-
ceptable score, students may receive college 
credit and/or advanced college placement. 
All reading, writing and discussing is done in 
Chinese.

FRENCH
FRENCH 1
LAYF01
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: III 
Prerequisite:  No prior instruction in French or 
the equivalent of one or more years of junior 
high French or teacher recommendation 

This is a foundation course which develops 
the student’s ability to understand simple 
speech and an elementary ability to speak, 
read and write French.  The emphasis is on 
pronunciation, structural patterns, phrases, 
and idiomatic expressions.  In addition, every-
day vocabulary and elementary grammatical 
constructions are introduced.

FRENCH 1 (HONORS)
LAYF03
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  The equivalent of one year of junior 
high French with a grade of “A” or “B” 
or teacher recommendation

An accelerated course for students who have dem-
onstrated superior linguistic ability. This course em-
phasizes all four language skills: listening, speaking, 
reading and writing.  The text is supplemented 
with extra materials that broaden and enrich the 
students’ vocabulary and communicative compe-
tence. 

FRENCH 2
LAYF05 
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: III 
Prerequisite:  French 1, French 1 Honors, or two 
years of junior high French with a grade of “B” or 
“C” or teacher recommendation

This course continues the work of first-year French 
with emphasis on oral comprehension and expres-
sion.  The student acquires a deeper understand-
ing of French culture and customs.  Grammar is 
more strongly emphasized in French 2 so that the 
student is prepared to read and write more mean-
ingfully.

FRENCH 2 (HONORS)
LAYF07
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  French 1 or French 1 Honors with 
teacher recommendation or two years of junior 
high French and teacher recommendation
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This course reviews and expands upon the 
skills taught in first-year German.  Students 
increase their vocabulary and competency in 
grammar usage, idioms, and sentence structure 
through reading, writing, and oral proficiency 
activities. Audio-visual aids reinforce the above 
objectives and advance the study of culture.  
The course sets a proficiency standard high 
enough to give a practical and permanent value 
to the students’ knowledge of German, as well 
as a prerequisite for more advanced study at 
the high school level.

GERMAN 2 (HONORS) 
LAYG07
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  German 1 or German 1 Honors 
with teacher recommendation or two years of 
junior high German and teacher recommenda-
tion

An accelerated course for well-motivated stu-
dents. Achievement goals are higher than those 
for a standard second-year course.  Emphasis 
is on fluency of speech, a greater range and 
quality of reading, and new areas of language 
structure. The readings include short stories, 
articles on current German events, as well as 
readings in culture and history. The readings 
lend themselves well to writing and discussion.

GERMAN 3 
LAYG09
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 10-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  German 2 or German 2 Honors

This course gives continuing attention to the 
command of fundamentals, as well as provid-
ing additional work on new grammatical points.  
German culture and civilization are studied with 

the aid of audio-visuals and tapes.  Readings 
include poetry, short stories and articles in current 
journals which deal with topics such as sports, 
geography, economy, politics, education, and other 
topics of interest to students.  The readings lend 
themselves well to writing and conversation, which 
are encouraged.

GERMAN 3 (HONORS) 
LAYG11
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 10-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  German 2 or German 2 Honors with 
teacher recommendation

Students in this course read contemporary 
and classic short stories and poetry.  The course 
objective is to increase further the students’ read-
ing, writing, speaking and listening skills.  New 
grammar is introduced and reviewed throughout 
the year.  German DVDs, Websites, CDs and MP3s 
are used regularly.

GERMAN 4 
LAYG13
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 11-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  German 3 or German 3 Honors 

The fourth year of German enables students to 
employ their language skills with a conversational 
approach.  Selected short stories representative 
of contemporary German literature are analyzed 
and discussed.  Articles taken from the printed 
media provide a basis for discussion and conversa-
tion topics.  Subject matter is intended to provide 
a greater insight into the contemporary German 
scene. Essential elements of German grammar are 
reviewed as necessary while major emphasis is 
placed upon reading comprehension and conver-
sational skills.  Authentic materials such as German  
films and German websites will be used to illustrate 
past and present cultural aspects of this course.

FRENCH AP 
LAYF23
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  French 4 Honors or four years of 
high school French or teacher recommendation

This is a college level course.  In keeping with-
the syllabus published by the College Board, 
the course treats contemporary reading, fine 
points of French syntax, language production 
and reception.  Cultural topics are presented 
through readings and audio and video tapes.  
Students frequently write essays to encourage 
original composition and to improve writing 
style.  In addition, students participate in class 
discussion and cut their own audio tapes.  The 
course is geared toward the AP. French Lan-
guage Exam which is given in May of each year.  
Upon achievement of an acceptable score, 
students may receive college credit and/or ad-
vanced college placement.  All reading, writing 
and discussing is done in French.

GERMAN
GERMAN 1 
LAYG01
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: III 
Prerequisite:  No prior instruction in German or 
the equivalent of one or more years of junior 
high German or teacher recommendation

This foundation course is for all students, with little 
or no experience in German.  This course is also 
recommended for students of limited language pro-
ficiency.  Instructional methods take into consider-
ation individual interest, abilities, and background.  
This course develops the student’s ability to under-
stand, speak, read and write elementary German, 
and to understand German culture.  Geography 
and structure of the language are also studied. 
Audio-visual aids are used to enrich the course.

GERMAN 1 Honors 
LAYG03
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  The equivalent of one year of junior 
high German with a grade of “A” or “B” or teacher 
recommendation

An accelerated course for students who have dem-
onstrated superior linguistic ability upon comple-
tion of at least one year of language study at the 
junior high level.  This course is also recommended 
for superior students beginning a second foreign 
language at the high school level.  It emphasizes 
all four language skills: listening, speaking, reading 
and writing.  The text is supplemented by extra vo-
cabulary and communicative competence.  Class 
activities include oral/aural drilling. Audio visual aids 
are used to introduce cultural topics and to rein-
force course objectives. 

GERMAN 2 
LAYG05
Length: 2 semesters 
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: III 
Prerequisite:  German 1, German 1 Honors, or two 
years of junior high German with a grade of “B” or 
“C” or teacher recommendation
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An accelerated course designed for advanced 
students with an appropriate background.  
Emphasis is placed on fluency of speech, 
greater listening and reading comprehension, 
and new areas of language structure.  The 
readings include short stories, articles on cur-
rent Israeli events, as well as readings in He-
brew culture and history. Individualized reading 
and oral presentations are geared to the stu-
dents’ abilities and interests.

HEBREW 3
LAYH05
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit:  2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Hebrew 2, Hebrew 2 Honors,     
or recommendation of instructor

An extension of second-year Hebrew.  Contin-
uous attention is given to conversation, vocab-
ulary, and reading comprehension.  Students 
are introduced to selections of modern Hebrew 
literature and newspapers.  In addition to the 
study of the language itself, this class exam-
ines Hebrew and Israeli culture through songs, 
discussions, films, and 
field trips.

HEBREW 3 (HONORS) 
LAYH11
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  Hebrew 2 or Hebrew 2 Honors 
and recommendation of instructor

An accelerated course designed for advanced 
students. Achievement goals are higher than 
those of the regular third level year course.  
The main objectives are to broaden the         

students’ ability to speak, read and write the lan-
guage. Students read extensively from Hebrew and 
Israeli texts.   Newspaper articles, Israeli current 
events, songs and culture are also included.

HEBREW 4
LAYH07
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Hebrew 3, Hebrew 3 Honors,     or 
teacher recommendation

Skills developed in the first three years are ex-
panded upon.  Listening comprehension, writing 
and extensive reading are the main course objec-
tives.  Students are introduced to the writings of 
outstanding Hebrew authors such as Bialik, Peretz, 
and Agnon. Listening to Israeli broadcasts, tapes, 
records, and the reading of both literature and 
newspapers comprise course activities.  In ad-
dition, students study Hebrew and Israeli culture 
through songs, discussion, films, and field trips, 
and the reading of both literature and newspapers 
comprise course activities.  In addition, students 
study Hebrew and Israeli culture through songs, 
discussion, films, and field trips.

HEBREW 4 (HONORS) 
LAYH13
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  Hebrew 3 or Hebrew 3 Honors and 
teacher recommendation

This course is an introduction to Hebrew literature. 
Students study works of various literary periods 
(Biblical, Talmudic, classical, and modern) and 
develop an appreciation and understanding of 
the writers and their times emphasized.  Hebrew 
culture, Israeli current events and songs are also 
included.

GERMAN 4 (HONORS) 
LAYG15
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 11-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  German 3 or German 3 Honors 
with teacher recommendation

In addition to continued employment of lan-
guage skills this course introduces students to 
German literature. Students study works from 
various literary periods and develop an appreci-
ation for literary trends.  Also, opportunities are 
provided to increase speaking ability, listening 
comprehension, and fluency in writing.

GERMAN AP
LAYG21
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  German with teacher recommen-
dation or German 4 or German 4 Honors

The course mirrors a college level course that 
emphasizes writing, reading and vocabulary 
improvement.  Readings are drawn from a 
variety of current selections stressing colloquial 
vocabulary and modern issues.  Instruction is 
primarily in German.  Success on the National 
Advanced Placement Exam may entitle the 
student to college credit, advanced college 
placement or both.

HEBREW
Some sections of Hebrew may be offered dur-
ing the Early Bird period.  Please note that the 
District does not provide transportation to Early 
Bird classes; transportation will be the student’s 
responsibility.  However, the District will provide 
transportation to the student’s home school 
after an Early Bird class.

HEBREW 1 
LAYH01
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: III 
Prerequisite:  No prior instruction in Hebrew or the 
equivalent of one or more years with a grade of “C” 
or below

This is a beginning course which focuses on 
speaking modern Hebrew, reading Hebrew texts, 
and writing (starting from “Alef-Bet”).  An emphasis 
is placed on the development of conversational 
fluency through dialogues and audio-visual aids.  In 
addition to the study of the language itself, stu-
dents are introduced to Hebrew and Israeli culture 
through songs, discussions, films and field trips. No 
previous knowledge of Hebrew is necessary.

HEBREW 2 
LAYH03
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: III 
Prerequisite:  Hebrew 1 or second year proficiency 
as demonstrated on a placement test

This is a continuation of the first-year course.  Em-
phasis is placed on developing the students’ He-
brew vocabulary and sentence structure for practi-
cal conversational purposes and improving their 
reading and writing skills.  Students’ aural skills are 
enhanced by listening to tapes.

HEBREW 2 (HONORS) 
LAYH09
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Hebrew 1 or superior second year 
proficiency as demonstrated on a placement test
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SPANISH  1N (HONORS)
LAYS29
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Counselor recommendation, jr. 
high placement, or based on evaluation by 
high school teacher

This course prepares students to continue in 
the honors sequence with Spanish 2 Honors.   
A course geared to the needs of native Spanish 
speakers and/or highly motivated students who 
have demonstrated outstanding performance in 
at least one year of Spanish instruction.  Learn-
ing outcomes closely parallel those of Spanish 1 
Honors with a focus on writing skills and prepa-
ration for more advanced Spanish courses.

SPANISH  1 (HONORS)
LAYS05
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  The equivalent of one year of jr. 
high Spanish with a grade of “A” or high “B”

The course treats all language learning skills: 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Stu-
dents learn to manipulate structural patterns of 
Spanish, with the primary goal of understand-
ing and producing the written and spoken 
language.  Class activities include preparation 
of dialogues, question/answer exchanges, oral 
proficiency sessions, the completion of written 
exercises, as well as some free and guided writ-
ing.  The text is supplemented with extra mate-
rials that  enrich the students’ vocabulary and 
communicative competence.  In addition, stu-
dents read a short novel.  Audio-visual materials 
and computer software reinforce the linguistic 
and culture outcomes of the course.  Cultural 
topics focus both on Latin America and Spain.  
This course prepares students to continue in 
the honors sequence with Spanish 31-41.

SPANISH  INTRODUCTION 2
LAYS07
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: II 
Prerequisite:  Spanish Introduction 1 
or Spanish 1

This course, a continuation of Spanish Introduc-
tion 1, develops all four language skills.  Attention 
is given to vocabulary and structure which students 
can use in practical situations.  Special emphasis 
is also placed on the role of Spanish in the English 
language. Both the history and culture of Span-
ish speaking countries and Spanish speakers in 
the United States are discussed. Students wishing 
to continue their language study or to be prepared for 
college placement testing should consult with their lan-
guage instructor to discuss placement in Spanish 2.

SPANISH 2
LAYS09
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: III 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 1, Spanish 1 Honors, or  two 
years of junior high Spanish with a grade of “B” or 
“C”, Spanish Intro 2, with a grade of “A” or “B” or 
teacher recommendation

This course reviews and expands upon the skills 
taught in the first-year of the sequence.  Students 
increase their vocabulary and competency in 
grammar usage, idioms, and sentence structure 
through reading, writing, and oral proficiency activi-
ties.  Audio-visual presentations reinforce the above 
objectives and advance the study of culture. 

ADVANCED HEBREW TOPICS 
LAYH17
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  Hebrew 4, Hebrew 4 Honors,           
or teacher recommendation

This four year non-sequential, rotating curricu-
lum is designed for students who have ad-
vanced Hebrew skills.  A variety of Hebrew liter-
ary styles will be introduced including: poetry, 
short stories, novels, drama, and essays rang-
ing from Biblical times to contemporary Israeli 
literature.  The course will emphasize critical 
reading, literary analysis, and understanding 
of trends in Hebrew literature.  Students will 
be introduced to cultural issues through cur-
rent event discussions, listening to live news 
broadcasts, reading various printed media, and 
watching Israeli movies.  Students will improve 
their skills in Hebrew reading, speaking, writing, 
and literary analysis

SPANISH
SPANISH INTRODUCTION 1-2
LAYS01
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit:  2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: II 
Prerequisite:  No prior instruction in Spanish or 
a grade of C or lower in one or more years of 
junior high Spanish

An introductory, moderately paced course for 
students of limited language proficiency.  Spe-
cial attention is given to practical vocab, pro-
nunciation, and basic grammatical structures.  
The course emphasizes all four language skills: 
listening; speaking; reading; and writing.  Class 
activities include dictation, oral proficiency exer
cises, the preparation of dialogues and written 
exercises.  Audio-visual aids are used to both 

reinforce oral/aural course objectives and to in-
troduce cultural topics.  This course prepares 
students for Spanish Intro 2.  Students wishing to 
complete a full 4 year language sequence should 
enroll in Spanish 1.

SPANISH  1
LAYS03
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: III 
Prerequisite:  No prior instruction in Spanish or 
the equivalent of one or more years of junior high 
Spanish with a grade of “C” or lower
The course treats all language learning skills: 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Students 
learn to manipulate structural patterns of Spanish 
with the primary goal being the understanding and 
production of the written and spoken language.  
Class activities include preparation of dialogues, 
question/answer exchanges, oral proficiency ses-
sions, and the completion of written exercises.  
Audio-visual materials and computer software 
reinforce the linguistic and culture outcomes of the 
course.  Cultural topics focus both on Latin Amer-
ica and Spain.  This course prepares students for 
Spanish 2. 

SPANISH  1N
LAYS27
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: III 
Prerequisite:  Counselor recommendation, 
junior high placement, or based on evaluation by 
high school teacher

A course geared to the needs of native Spanish 
speakers and/or highly motivated students who 
have demonstrated outstanding performance in 
at least one year of Spanish instruction.  Learning 
outcomes closely parallel those of Spanish 1 with 
a focus on writing skills and preparation for more 
advanced Spanish courses.
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Students continue their mastery of listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, and grammar skills.  
Reading is both intensive and extensive, en-
compassing all genres, including both newspa-
pers and magazines. Readings emphasize con-
temporary history and culture. Compact discs 
and movies comprise the listening component 
of the course and reflect social and cultural is-
sues. In addition, students write essays reflect-
ing their understanding and interpretation of the 
aforementioned stimuli.  Conversation is heavily 
emphasized and is based upon the students’ 
personal reactions to the readings, tapes, cur-
rent events, etc. The course also includes a 
year-long review of Spanish grammar.

SPANISH 4 (HONORS)
LAYS19
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 3 or Spanish 3 Honors 
with teacher recommendation

This accelerated course approximates mas-
tery of all language skills.  Students review fine 
points of grammar, using a review text.  Oral 
resumes of articles from newspapers and 
magazines, dealing with the Spanish-speaking 
world, form the basis for discussions in Span-
ish.  Each semester students read contempo-
rary fiction to develop both an appreciation of 
literature and analytical skills.  A conversation 
text is used to increase practical vocabulary on 
certain topics, such as travel, sports, shopping, 
recreation, etc.  Throughout the year, tapes are 
used for listening comprehension.  Oral profi-
ciency activities enhance conversational skills.

SPANISH CONVERSATION 
LAYS21
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 3 or Spanish 3 Honors.  May 
be taken concurrently or upon completion of a 4th 
year Spanish course.

This is a fourth or fifth year level course.  The em-
phasis is on conversation skills, vocabulary devel-
opment, and topics of practical use for one who 
may travel in a Spanish speaking country or work 
with Spanish speaking people in business or recre-
ation.  Students are required to participate in daily 
classroom conversation.  The course grade will be 
based on daily preparation, active participation in 
class discussion, quizzes, tests and projects.

ADVANCED SPANISH TOPICS
LAYS23
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  Spanish Conversation, Span-
ish 4 Honors, or AP Spanish and teacher                    
recommendation

Through the use of proficiency oriented materials, 
students develop their speaking, listening, reading 
and writing skills.  Building upon content mastered 
in the fourth year program, the course focuses 
on the students’ ability to communicate verbally 
and in writing.  Culture is taught through the text 
supplementary material and video presentations.  
Students also write original compositions, conduct 
interviews, deliver short oral presentations and do 
a project each semester that is appropriate to the 
content of the course.

SPANISH 2 (HONORS)
LAYS11
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 1 or Spanish 1 Honors 
with teacher rec or 2 years of jr. high Spanish 
with a grade of “A” or “B”

This is an in-depth course for highly motivated 
students who have demonstrated excellence in 
first-year Spanish or its equivalent.  The learn-
ing outcomes include a systematic study of 
vocabulary, grammatical points, verbs, and 
idioms.  Using proficiency related materials; 
students improve their communicative compe-
tence both in speaking and writing.  In the first 
semester students read and discuss selections 
from Spanish literature.  In the second semes-
ter, and non-fiction.  Audio visual aids reinforce 
the above objectives and enhance the study 
of culture.  Original writing and oral proficiency 
sessions prepare students for more advanced 
language study.

SPANISH 3
LAYS13
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 2 or Spanish 2 Honors 
with teacher recommendation

Through the use of proficiency oriented materi-
als, students develop their listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills.  Building upon con-
tent mastered in the second year program, the 
course focuses on verb tense, mood, and fine 
points of usage.  Students read and discuss a 
collection of short stories or an abridged work 

of fiction to enhance their reading comprehension 
and to improve their spoken Spanish.  
Culture is taught through the above readings, the 
text, and video presentations.  Students also write 
original compositions and deliver 
short oral presentations.  This course prepares stu-
dents for either Spanish 4 or Spanish Conversation 
with teacher recommendation.

SPANISH 3 (HONORS)
LAYS15
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 2 or Spanish 2 Honors with 
teacher recommendation

An accelerated course whose goal is to improve 
students’ communicative competence in both oral 
and written idiomatic Spanish.  Aside from an in-
depth study of verbs in the indicative, imperative, 
and subjunctive moods, students study and apply 
the fine points of usage to a variety of proficiency 
oriented activities.  Students also read short sto-
ries and an unabridged play or novel.  Throughout 
the year, students write original compositions and 
deliver oral presentations.  Culture outcomes are 
taught through video presentations, the textbook 
and literary selections.  This course prepares stu-
dents for Spanish 4 Honors and Advanced Place-
ment Spanish or Spanish Conversation.

SPANISH 4
LAYS17
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits 
Open to Grades: 9-12 
Grade Weight: IV 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 3 or Spanish 3 Honors with 
teacher recommendation
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SPANISH AP
LAYS25
Length: 2 semesters  
Credit: 2 credits
Open to Grades: 11-12 
Grade Weight: V 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 3 Honors, Spanish 4 
Honors, or consent of Director of Foreign Lan-
guages  

This is a college level Spanish course offered to 
the superior language students.   The focus of 
the class is on listening, reading, contemporary 
literature, fine points of Spanish syntax, spoken 
Spanish, and Latin American and Spanish cul-
ture.  Essays are assigned to encourage origi-
nal composition and to improve writing style.  
During both semesters, students participate 
in class discussion and do a lot of speaking in 
the language lab. The course is geared toward 
the Advanced Placement Examination which is 
given in May of each year. Upon achievement 
of an acceptable score on the examination, the 
student may receive college credit and/or ad-
vanced college placement.  All reading, writing, 
and speaking is done in Spanish.
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