
Learning Targets - French 4, French 4H & AP 
 

I. Reading Targets:  I can interpret meaning from a variety of written and print 
resources created by and intended for French speakers. 
 
II. Vocabulary Targets:   I can recognize and use vocabulary from texts studied in this 
course. 
 
III. Verb Targets:  I can recognize and use a variety of advanced verb tenses. 
 
IV. Usage Targets: I can recognize and use a variety of grammar structures. 
I can recognize and use demonstrative pronouns. 
I can recognize and use interrogative pronouns:  lequel, auquel, duquel, etc 
I can recognize and use “c’est” and “il est” 
I can recognize and use negative expressions 
I can recognize present participles. 
I can recognize and use infinitives following prepositions, i.e. sans, avant de 
I can recognize and use past infinitives with the preposition “après”  
I can recognize and use the prepositions à & de preceding infinitives. 
I can recognize and use definite and indefinite relative pronouns. 
I can recognize and use advanced grammar structures 
 
V. Culture Targets:  I can recognize cultural nuances, customs, and movements 
particular to the Francophone world. 
 
 
VI. Listening Targets:  I can respond to comprehension questions based on listening 
passages created by and intended for French speakers. 
 
 
VII. Speaking Targets:  I can speak about various topics in thought groups, maintaining 
a string of conversation with accurate pacing and appropriate intonation. 
. 
 
VIII. Writing Targets: 
I can produce creative, narrative, persuasive, and expository writings using structures and 
vocabulary presented in the course.        
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COURSE  OVERVIEW 
 
Course Objectives 
 
 

● to enable students to become proficient in interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication as defined by the standards established by the AP 
French Language and Culture Exam.   

● to prepare those students who choose to take the AP French Language and 
Culture Exam to show the competencies evaluated by the test. 

● to enrich the students’ understanding of cultural knowledge and 
experience with the Francophone world through a comparison with their own cultural 
experience of the six course themes. 

 
 
Teaching Strategies 
 
This is a mixed class that includes Level 4 Regular, Level 4 Honors, and Level 5/AP 
students.  Differentiation is provided for AP students by 
 AP specific materials in addition to those used by 4th year students 
 Weekly AP reading or listening assignments 
 Daily accountability and discussion of AP assignments 
 Differentiated test items 
 Every other week speaking or writing assessments 
 Sample practice exam items 
 
Differentiation is provided for French 4 Honors students by 
 Level appropriate expectations on speaking, reading, writing, & listening 
assessments. 
 Regular outside reading & writing assignments:  Petit Nicolas 
 
Differentiation is provided for French 4 Regular students by 
 Level appropriate expectations on speaking, reading, writing, & listening 
assessments. 
 
 
To enhance listening comprehension: 
 



All communication in class is carried out in French with input from both the teacher and 
other students as well as from occasional outside speakers.  Students are encouraged not 
only to express their views but also to listen to and to react to the views expressed by 
others.    
All students improve their aural comprehension by utilizing a variety of authentic 
resources including frequent on-line video news reports from TV5, tf1, and france2 
created by and whose target audience is native French speakers, as well as high interest 
on-line reports found on a variety of Francophone websites.  These audio and video 
reports are both viewed in class and assigned on a weekly basis and cover a wide variety 
of current events and topics.   They are available on-line and through a teacher “moodle” 
website. 
 
All students also make use of authentic audio-only sources such as those found on the 
radio station website for Radio France Internationale and that include a variety of 
listening activities as well as access to the text itself. 
 
 
Regular outside listening assignments for AP students using audio texts found in AP 
French: Preparing for the Language and Culture Examination, and also accessible 
through a teacher “moodle” website, include vocabulary work, comprehension questions, 
and cultural comparisons with ideas, practices, and institutions in Francophone cultures. 
 
All students also view and discuss movies such as Le Gone du Chaâba, Crac!, and La 
Promesse  that provide a wide variety of registers and accents and speech patterns of 
authentic spoken language from a variety of Francophone cultures.   During the course of 
the school year, students will also view and discuss several “courts métrages” that reflect 
the six course themes. 
 
 
 
To enhance reading comprehension: 
 
Reading is an ongoing activity that includes material from authentic literary texts that 
provide a variety of genres and themes and that also represent a variety of Francophone 
cultures.   
 
Pre-reading activities include cultural and historical background visuals such as photos 
and maps and introductory reading and vocabulary activities as well as appropriate audio 
and video activities to prepare the students to meet the authors and understand the 
cultures in which the readings are situated and to introduce the course theme illustrated in 
the texts.  All students respond to comprehension questions that are completed as 
homework assignments.  Class discussion focuses on illustrations of the themes and 
making cultural comparisons.  Songs related to the cultures and the themes provide more 



opportunity to read and at the same time enhance the experience of both the culture and 
the themes.   
 
AP students have regular outside reading assignments that  include vocabulary work, 
comprehension questions, and cultural comparisons using reading texts found in AP 
French: Preparing for the Language and Culture Examination.  These selections illustrate 
the six course themes, have been chosen from many different Francophone sources, and 
include magazine and newspaper articles. 
 
Authentic magazine and newspaper articles created by and intended for native French 
speakers found on Internet sources provide additional reading opportunities and offer all 
students current cultural information and societal trends, i.e. Tv5, Sept Jours Sur la 
Planète, JeuneAfrique.com, France-Amérique, Rfi, etc. 
 
All students regularly read and interpret graphs and tables describing attitudes and 
behavior in contemporary France as bell-ringer activities.  This gives them the 
opportunity to reflect on and compare American and French attitudes toward topics as 
diverse as personal appearance, health, marriage, education, leisure, vacations, and 
spending habits.    
 
 
To enhance speaking: 
 
The French 4, French 4 Honors & AP French Language course is conducted completely 
in French.  Students therefore have many and varied opportunities to practice speaking 
French in the classroom and in the language laboratory, both spontaneous and prepared.   
Class often begins with students responding in writing to a prompt that reflects one of the 
six course themes and then orally exchanging opinions with a partner.  In class, students 
are regularly asked to express an opinion or make a cultural comparison by using their 
cell phones to leave a voice message on a web-based teacher account.   Oral participation 
is encouraged by randomizing the student chosen to speak at any given time by using 
sticks that each has a student name.  This method can also increase the interactions 
between students when used to encourage students to react to or summarize what another 
student has said. 
 
All students regularly make oral presentations to their classmates using powerpoint on 
topics such as famous French people, important scientists and inventors, terms associated 
with the cultural and historical background reading for a Francophone culture, themes 
found in literary texts, and articles that they have read as independent reading.  Students 
also present to the class a research project on discoveries and inventions.  The rest of the 
class is accountable for the note taking that occurs during these presentations.  In this 
way, the students create spoken communication for interpretation by an audience. 
 



Paired simulations and role-playing are an important part of grammar practice during 
which students are encouraged to be oppositional and to defend their opinions.  In 
discussing reading assignments with a partner, in a small group, or in whole group 
discussion, students are also required to give and defend opinions and positions.   They 
may be discussing their own ideas or from the point of view of a character.   
 
All students practice and record themselves giving opinions or reactions to culture or 
literary texts in class using their mobile phones to leave voice recordings for their 
teacher.   Using “Voicethread”, students offer their oral opinions on a topic and post their 
oral reaction and opinion to those of their classmates.  In this way, the students are 
communicating directly with each other. 
 
AP students prepare, practice, and are tested regularly in the language lab on 2 minute 
oral cultural comparison presentations using teacher prepared materials and the 
Presentational Speaking Cultural Comparisons from AP French: Preparing for the 
Language and Culture Examination.  This invaluable practice gives the AP students 
conditions similar to those they will encounter on the AP Test so that they can practice 
using all of the time offered as well as covering the topic adequately.  The lab work also 
includes paired practice. 
 
AP students prepare, practice, and are tested on paired dialogues using teacher prepared 
materials and the Interpersonal Speaking Conversations found in AP French:  Preparing 
for the Language and Culture Examination. The lab work also includes paired practice. 
 
 
 
To enhance writing: 
 
All students write frequently and in a variety of ways.  Personal reactions to a variety of 
prompts that reflect the six course themes and use vocabulary appropriate to that theme 
are bell-ringer writing opportunities two or three times a week.  Students then share their 
reactions with another student and record that students response. 
 
Extra-credit opportunities are given for writing that is done at odd moments that present 
themselves such as finishing a test or quiz before everyone has finished.  For example, 
without speaking, students state their opinions to a prompt and must take alternate 
viewpoints by passing a paper back and forth between each other stating their positions 
and responding to those of the other student. 
 
Homework reading assignments invariably require writing, some guided such as multiple 
choice questions or matching and some open-ended such as comprehension questions and 
the choice of a quotation and discussion of its significance.   The guided approach models 
and reinforces authentic patterns and accurate structure.  The open-ended approach offers 



opportunities to produce language more freely, negotiate meaning & synthesize 
information, and express personal reaction.    
 
In class student presentations as well as listening to audio and video reports require all 
students to identify important points through note taking.   
 
Tests based on the reading texts require several levels of writing and thinking.  All 
tudents are required to identify characters, confirm understanding of content, recognize 
underlying meanings, and provide support for their interpretations and illustrations of 
themes by discussing quotations from the texts. 
 
Each quarter, all students write an essay or prepare to participate in a debate comparing 
and contrasting an aspect of a Francophone culture with that same aspect in American 
culture such as music, citizenship, and education. 
 
Another opportunity for AP students to write are the weekly reading or listening 
assignments in AP French: Preparing for the Language and Culture Examination which 
involve student responses to teacher prepared vocabulary work, guided comprehension 
questions, identification of main ideas, and summaries in addition to the multiple-choice 
questions provided in the workbook and that are similar to the AP test questions, 
  
On a regular basis, AP students write in-class timed essays using prompts from AP 
French:  Preparing for the Language and Culture Test.  This activity offers them the 
opportunity to practice writing under AP test-like conditions in a specific amount of time 
on a topic similar to the one they will encounter on the actual test.  While no dictionaries 
are permitted, examples of advanced grammar structures and transitional expressions to 
include are offered and required.  In this way, the writing of an essay becomes somewhat 
routine and students become more and more at ease writing in this time frame and 
including the advanced grammar structures expected at this level.  The in-class timed 
essay is also an opportunity for students to engage in interpretive communication with a 
culturally authentic audio text, print text, and a visual item. 
 
All students participate every other week in a written electronic forum expressing their 
own ideas/opinions and responding to those of other students on topics related to one of 
the six course themes.   
 
 
To enhance the use of accurate structure: 
 
All students work daily with advanced grammar structures by combining them with 
communicative activities such as role-play, reaction, or debate.   While students have a 
grammar workbook as helpful reference, grammar assignments from teacher created 
grammar practice packets are reviewed and assessed daily.   Written warm-up activities 
often involve correction of common errors found among the students’ in-class essays.  



All students are encouraged to self-correct and to help each other in terms of structure 
and vocabulary during graded speaking activities.  Accurate use of grammatical 
structures is encouraged in context throughout the school year. 
 
 
To enhance the acquisition of vocabulary: 
All students acquire new words and expressions through their reading of cultural and 
historical background information, excerpts from literary texts, on-line articles and 
reports.  AP students also acquire additional vocabulary from the reading and listening 
selections found in the workbook AP French:  Preparing for the Language and Culture 
Examination.   Students often make oral presentations based on terms essential to 
understanding the cultural and historical context of the texts being read. 
 
To enhance cultural understandings: 
 
All students listen to and read a wide variety of authentic materials produced in a variety 
of Francophone cultures.   They also read and watch print and electronic materials such 
as powerpoints prepared by their teacher to offer a historical and cultural context for their 
readings as well as cultural discussions found in their textbook.   
 
Class discussions and student presentations focus on cultural understanding and 
comparisons between Francophone cultures as well as between Francophone cultures and 
that of the United States.  The many students in our school whose parents were born 
outside the U.S. have the further advantage of making comparisons with their family’s 
culture and bring this into the class discussions as well.  Because we are close to a major 
metropolitan area, students are able to visit in class with a native speaker from the larger 
community representing each of the Francophone areas they study.  The use of tables and 
charts from Francoscopie 2010 as a regular warm-up activity provides an opportunity for 
students to make comparisons between practices and attitudes in France and those in the 
U.S. as well as comparisons between those in France and in other countries. 
 
 
COURSE UNITS & INTEGRATION OF COURSE THEMES 
The course is designed to help all students develop with each unit their interpretive, 
interpersonal and presentations language skills through the use of authentic materials and 
resources that explore the six cultural themes as described above.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST QUARTER 
1) LE QUÉBEC 
Teacher prepared & textbook Historical & Cultural Background Materials 
Related audio & magazine/newspaper materials from AP French: Preparing for the 
Language & Culture Examination 
Article: “Vous avez une chaîne de télé au Canada?, Washington Post 
Film & Text:  “CRAC!”  OU “Le Chandail” 
Songs:  “Dégénérations”, “Le Coeur de ma vie”, “Mon pays” 
Readings:  La Révolte, Pierre Vallière 
Essay:  Compare & Contrast Traditional Québecois culture in CRAC! vs Dégénérations 
Oral Cultural Comparison:  American Music to Quebecois Music 
 
THEMES INCORPORATED 
Global Challenges:  Diversity Issues, Economic Issues 
Science & Technology:  Discoveries & Inventions, Social Impact of Technology 
Contemporary Life:  Holidays & Celebrations 
Personal & Public Identities: Alienation and Assimilation, Beliefs & Values, Gender & 
Sexuality, Language & Identity, Multiculturalism, 
Families & Communities:  Customs & Ceremonies, Family Structures 
Beauty & Aesthetics: Music, Visual Arts 
 
 
2) LA LOUISIANE 
Teacher prepared & textbook Historical & Cultural Background Materials 
Related audio & magazine/newspaper materials from AP French: Preparing for the 
Language & Culture Examination 
Poetry:  “Schizophrénie Linguistique & Biography & Explanation”, Jean Arceneaux 
Songs:  “Réveille”, Zachary Richard, “Ma Louisiane”,  “No French, No More” 
Role-Play & Debate:  Expansion of French Immersion Schools in Louisiana 
Video-clips of current Cajun speakers & CODOFIL representatives 
 
THEMES INCORPORATED 
Global Challenges:  Diversity Issues, Economic Issues 
Personal & Public Identities: Alienation and Assimilation, Language & Identity, 
Multiculturalism 
Families & Communities:  Age & Class 
Beauty & Aesthetics:  Music 
 
GRAMMAR:  passé composé/imparfait, subjonctif I & II, c’est/il est, à et de before 
infinitives 

 
 
 



SECOND QUARTER 
 
3)  IMMIGRATION FROM NORTH AFRICA 
Teacher prepared & textbook Historical & Cultural Background Materials 
Related audio & magazine/newspaper materials from AP French: Preparing for the 
Langauge & Culture Examination 
Film and Text:  L’Immigration: 1945-1974, www.CitédelImmigration.com 
Reading Excerpts:  Le Gone du Chaâba, Azouz Begag 
OR “Gloire et ignominie du débarqué”, Frantz Fanon OR “Travailleurs immigrés” 
Comparison of Education Systems in France & the U.S. 
Film exerpts:  “Entre les murs” 
Comparison of qualifications for citizenship in France & the U.S. 
Songs:  “Inch’allah”, “Roméo kiffe Juliette”, “Ça fait mal”, “Dans tes rêves” 
Film & text:  “Le Gone du Chaâba” 
Role-play & debate:  Qualifications for citizenship in U.S. & France 
 
THEMES INCORPORATED 
Global Challenges:  Diversity Issues, Economic Issues, Human Rights, Peace & War 
Contemporary Life: Education, Housing & Shelter, Professions, Rites of Passage 
Personal & Public Identities:  Alienation & Assimilation, Beliefs & Values, Language & 
Identity, Multiculturalism 
Families & Communities:  Age & Class, Childhood & Adolescence, Citizenship, 
Customs & Ceremonies, Family Structures, 
Beauty & Aesthetics: Literature, Music, Visual Arts 
 
 
 
 
4) COLONISATION & L’AFRIQUE DE L’OUEST 
Teacher prepared & textbook Historical & Cultural Background Materials 
Related audio & magazine/newspaper materials  from AP French: Preparing for the 
Language & Culture Examination 
Poetry:  Senghor; Damas; Diop, B; Diop, D; César, Tirolien OR “Le Génie du manguier” 
Reading Excerpts:  Une Si longue lettre OR L’Enfant noir 
Film & Text:  Kirikou et la Sorcière” OR “Rue Cases-Nègres” 
Songs:  “Dimanche à Bamako” Amadou & Mariam, Youssou d’Dour 
Articles/Audio-video Reports:  www.JeuneAfrique.com 
Audio:  Radio-Canada report on female genital mutilation 
Role-play & debate:  Modern vs Traditional Values 
 
THEMES INCORPORATED 
Global Challenges: Diversity Issues, Economic Issues, Health Issues, Human Rights 
Science & Technology:  Social Impact of Technology 
Contemporary Life: Education, Rites of Passage, Travel 



Personal & Public Identities: Alienation & Assimilation, Beliefs & Values, Gender & 
Sexuality, Language & Identity, Multiculturalism, Nationalism & Patriotism 
Families & Communities: Childhood & Adolescence, Customs & Ceremonies, Family 
Structures 
Beauty & Aesthetics:  Literature, Music 
 
GRAMMAR:  Pronoms relatifs définis & indéfinis, futur/futur antérieur, Si clauses 
 
 

THIRD QUARTER 
 
5) LA BELGIQUE 
Teacher prepared & textbook Historical & Cultural Background Materials 
Related audio, video, print materials from AP French: Preparing for the …Examination 
Film:  “La Promesse” ou “Rosetta” 
Radio-Canada report on Belgian Political Situation, 2007 
Articles/Audio-video Reports:  www.rtbf.be 
 
THEMES INCORPORATED 
Global Challenges:  Diversity Issues, Economic Issues 
Personal & Public Identities:  Alienation & Assimilation, Language & Identity, 
Multiculturalism, Nationalism & Patriotism 
 
 
6)  LA SUISSE 
Teacher prepared & textbook Historical & Cultural Background Materials 
Articles/audio-video Reports:  Télévision Suisse Romande & newspaper Tribune de 
Genève 
 
THEMES INCORPORATED 
Global Challenges:  Diversity Issues, Human Rights 
Contemporary Life:  Holidays & Celebrations 
Personal & Public Identities:  Language & Identity, Multiculturalism, Nationalism & 
Patriotism 
 
 
7) L’HOLOCAUST 
Film “La France Divisée” & ancillary print materials 
Film:  “Poumy” OR “Les Armes de l’esprit” 
Film:  “Elle s’appelait Sarah”  OR “Au revoir les enfants” 
Articles:  TV5, tf1, france2 
 
THEMES INCORPORATED 
Global Challenges:  Diversity Issues, Human Rights, Peace & War 



Personal & Public Identities:  Alienation & Assimilation, Nationalism & Patriotism 
 
GRAMMAR:   prepositions + infinitif, participes présents et parfaits, celui/lequel, 
pronoms interrogatifs lequel, auquel, duquel 
 
 

FOURTH QUARTER 
 
8)   L’ENVIRONNEMENT 
Film & Text:  L’Homme qui plantait des arbres 
Song: Aux Arbres citoyens 
 
THEMES INCORPORATED 
Global Challenges:  Environmental Issues 
 
 
 
9)  SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGIE 
Teacher prepared and textbook information concerning Discoveries & Inventions 
Student oral presentations on individual discoveries & inventions. 
Written & oral report of a recent technology/application of technology & effect on 
society. 
Reading:  “CERN À la découverte d’un univers particulier”  OR “Solitude Numérique”, 
Didier Daeninckx 
Student research comparing work done at CERN & FERMI Laboratory 
Current articles & Video reports using a variety of sources, i.e. LeMonde.fr, TV5, Radio-
Canada, 1Actu1Jour 
Song:  “France Télécom”, Tryo 
 
THEMES INCORPORATED 
Global Challenges: Human Rights 
Science & Technology: Current Research Topics. Discoveries & Inventions, Ethical 
Questions, Future Technologies, Intellectual Property, The New Media, Social Impact of 
Technology 
 
GRAMMAR:  le négatif, pronoms personnels et impersonnels, le possessif 
 
 
 
RESOURCES USED IN THIS CLASS 
 
Test Preparation: 
 Ladd, Richard,  AP FRENCH: Preparing for the Language & Culture 
 Examination, Pearson Education, 2012. 



 
 College Board, Workshop Handbook & Resources 2011-2012 
 
 
Textbook: 
 D’accord 3, Vista Higher Learning. 2011 (Beginning 2012-2013) 
 
 
Literary & Culture Texts: 
 Bâ, Mariama, Groupe Privat/Le Rocher, 2005. 
 

Begag, Azouz, Le Gone du Châaba, Éditions du Seuil, 1986. 
 

Carrier, Roch, Le Chandail, Livres Toundra, 1999. 
  

Centre de Ressources pour l’Enseignement du Français, Services Culturels de 
 l’Ambassade de France aux États-Unis, “Le Génie du manguier”, 2003v 
 

Comeau, Raymond F. and Normand J. Lamoureux, Ensemble Culture et Société, 
4th Edition, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc, Fort Worth, TX, 1990.   

 
Hirsch, Bettte G, and Chantal P. Thompson, Ensuite, Ch. 20, Random House, 
New York, 1989.   Poésie du mouvement de la Négritude 

 
Laye, Camara, L’Enfant noir, Rochester & Schorr, Focus Publishing/R. Pullins 
Company, 2005. 

 
Poèmes pour le cours avancé, The Independent School Press, 1979, 1981. 

 
Films:   

CRAC! 
Le Chandail 
Maurice Richard 
Le Gone du Chaâba 
Entre les murs 
La Promesse 
La France Divisée 
Poumy 
Les Armes de l’esprit 
Kirikou & the Sorceress   
Rue Case-Nègres 
Elle s’appelait Sarah 
Au revoir les enfants 

 



   
Electronic media: 
 Mydlarski, Paramskas, Bougaïeff, La Chaise Berçante, CD-ROM, 2001-2002 
 
On-line Sources 
 www.adodoc.net 
 http://amerique-francaise.forumactif.com 
 http://cyberacadie.com 
 www.france2.fr 
 www.france-amérique.com 
 www.histoire-immigration.fr 
 www.lemonde.fr 
 www.radio-canada.ca 
 www.rtbf.be 
 www.successnetplus.com 
 www.tf1.fr 
 www.tv5.org         
 www.YouTube.com   

www.tsr.com       
  
 
Supplementary Sources: 
 Blume, Eli and Gail Stein, AMSCO Three Years, Amsco School Publications, 
 Inc, 1994. 
 
 Mermet, Gérard,  Francoscopie 2010, Larousse, 2010. 
  
 Senghor, Léopold Sedar, Anthologie de la nouvelle poésie nègre et malgache, 
            Presses Universitaires de France, 1977. 


